to return the T hanks of thu 
Ar. Dean-Earl, and Mr. Pr 
___ Grenfeild; 


Jovis 13. die Funii 
Secundi Regis 13. 


Houſe be returned to Dr.Earl 
of VVeſtminſter, $and Myr. Gret 
Preacher to the Society of Line 
Inne, for the Sermons they Preach 
fterday, and that they be defired to 
their Sermons: And 
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As it was delivered iN 4 


SERMON 


At St. Margarets in Weſtminſter, before the 


Honourable Houſe of Commons upon Wedneſday: 
the 12th, of Fane 1661. being the day appointed by His 
Majeſty and the Parliament, for a ſolemn Humiliation 
upon th2 late abundance of Rain, and the danger of 
Famine,and Peſtilence likely to enſue thereby. 
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7 
By Tho: GrENFEILD A: M. Preachertathe Honourable- 
Society--of Lincoln's- Ine, 


"IR a FER 
”"— 


| Lv 6: 22+ 28; 29- 
You are they which have continued with me in my temprations : And I 
ar point unto you a Kingdom, as my Father hathrappoinred unto me. 
Hb; males premia fequuntur, haud facile quiſquam pratuito. bonus eff... 
| Saluſt, ad Cearem. 
Suum cuque tribae, 


Fc fac & - vives, 
LONDON, 
Printed for Henry Brome at the Gun in Ivy, lane, 1661; 
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Tothe Honourable the'Houfe of Commons; 


Now in Parliament Afembled, 
WTeaTION. 

Gentlemen, | | 
en. 01 have arfired me to Print my Sermon, 
[BW and 1 defire you to pradtiſe it ; becauſe, 
Gy #6 never ſo well Printed, as when 'tis pra-' 
=» PEAbI Giſcd: And give me leave totell you, that 

LESS if I conld order you ſowell, as you can or- 
der me, you ſbould prattiſe it as well as 1 Print it : Ne- 
wertheleſs, 1 will perform my part, 

Our preſent age has been an age of wonders, 1 offer onely 
three (and thoſe the greateſt of them) to your conſideration : 
We have had the beſt of Princes barbarouſly murthered , 4 
banifht Prince miraculeuſly reſtored; And a Lojall people 
(45 yet) but badly requited, | 

To the firſt of theſ you owe your ſolemn ſorrows, for the 
ſecond yonr conſtant thanks, and to the third your ju com- 
paſſions, | 

For theſe 1 was willing to obey your commands, for theſ 
I choſe my Text, for theſe I have pleaded, and for theſe 1. 
have done, what 1 never did before, I have Printed what 
was pleaded for them, that, in caſe they miſs of any «ther 
or better remembrance, (a they have' done hitherto) yet 
they may meet with ſome ſlender one at leaſt upon a paper, 

'Ts confeſt, you have done your duty well and handſome- 
ly te the two firſt of theſe wonders, by anſwering them both, 
with ab tens nay; and becoming affeftions ;, you have 
mourne ſnny forthe firſt, and r<oyced luſtily at the ſe- 
cond : Theſe things you owght to have done, yet not to leave 


- 
nm —_— OE TY 


the other undone 4 undone it is as yet, and ſo are they for 
whom it ſhould be done ;, and they can ſay it from as pro- 
found an Experience, as any py of Mankind : Eccleſ. 8 

| I4. 


14: There is 1 vanity, which is done upon the earth; that 
there be juſt men, unto whom ic happeneth according 
to the work of the wicked : Again, there be wicked 
men, to whom it happeneth according to the work;of 
rhe rignceeals....... i: 536 | 

It ts this Subjet, 1 4m now upon, 4 very poor one, qt 4 
wery good one ;, and avery good one, becauſe a very Loyall 
ont, and if Novelty makes any thing acceptable ( as it does ) 
then this paptr may challenge your : acceptance, becauſe it 
treats of a Subject never (a5 yet) thought apon,.of a Sub- 
j2& never handled by any, but wery courſly, very wrong- 

wlly, 

, 7 i now in your power to do them right, that have ſuf- 


fered wrong, and to feed and relieve theſe hungry ones, and 


the honoar of the Attion will be this, that hereby you will be 
followers of Goa : For, the Lord executeth judgment 
for the oppreſſed, he giveth food tothe buagry, he 
looſeth the priſoners, and raiſeth them that are bawed 


down, Pſal. 146. 7,8. Be ye therefore mercituil even. 


as your heavenly Father is\mercifull : 45s he «, nowzhe 
7s mercifull both to the juſt, and tothe unjuſt ;, be mercifull 
z0 both you may, but, to be mercifall to the unjuſt onely, and 


Bot to the juſt alſo, this # cruelty ; 'if honeſt men may nat 
have the preference itt your mercy, you cannot ao leſs, then 


let them go ſharers with others, that have far leſs (if at all) 
defer dit. | 

'Tw .very poſſible, (and, 1 fear very probable,) that 
many years may not bring forth ſuch 4 Temper ,. and 
Complexion of Parliament, as ths #, in which you ſit 


for, tis a thing as full of Hazard, as the projet of the 


great Elixar, which miſſes a hundred times, before it hits 
once; your children to many generations may ſadly dere 
t8; ſer one of the days of [uch a Convention, 4xd jet not 


ſee * 
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ſe # : Therefare, behald, now1is the acceptadimes 


ebold, now is the day, of. Glvation:.Ta day theref 
(after ſo leng a time) whul 8400, to-dayyharden abt 
your hearts; if' you do, and (wth Elau) (elf yaur anny, aud 
ethers birth-rights, afterwards, when you would inheric 
the blefling, you will be rejefed, though you ſeek ir 
carefully with.tears, _ | | 

Tou love, and are for Loyalty, 1 know you are; and if 
you be, then cheriſh what you love: let that Tree have the 
moſt, and beſt care and water, the beſt ſoil and ſence; 
which gives you the Fruit you maſt love. . J 

Tt was 4 cruelty no where ta be found, but in a. Neto, 
Ardet Roma, dum cythara. canit;;; And fhail we (as 
Iſrael, Amos 6, 4, 5, 6.) lye.upan beds of Ivory, and 
ſtretch. our ſelves upon our Couches, and eat the lambs 
out of the Flock. and the,calves ont of the midſt ofthe 
ſtall? (ſhall we chant to the ſound of theYiol,8& invent to 


- our ſelves inſtruments of Mufick:ſhall we drink wine. in 


bowls, and anoint our ſelves with che chief oyntments, 
and not be grieved for the Aﬀiction of Foſeph ? If ſo, 
what will follow ? even the judgment we now fear, v.7. 
the Dane of them,that ſtretched themſelves, ſhall be 
removed. 425: - 

I am apt to think, that David bluſht, whan having ob- 
rained reſt from all his Enemies round about, and fic- 


ting quietly in his houſe, he told the Prophet, 2 Sam. 7. 


I, 2. See now, I dwell in a houſe of Cedar,but the Arke 
of God dwelleth within curtains z -4ud they were wery 
courſe ones toe, for they were made of Goats- batr + Such 4 
bluſh would become 1uu, and you will never look ſo hand- 
ſomiy, as when this brings up the Reds into your Cheeks, to 
conſider, that the Lord hath given you Reft, and hath ſet 
you down peaceably in yonr houſes s, and yet all this while, 
Az theſe 


theſe Men (like the Arke) remain clad in courſe and torn 
garments, and though the Joxer have holes, and the birds of 


the Ayre have neſts, yet theſe men have not 8 place where to 


lay down their heads. 


— —-pudet bhzc opprobria nobis 
Er dici potuiſle, 8 non potuiſle refelli. 


Methinks, "tis enough to make you ſhake, and ſweat 
ag «in, to confpder how open you tye to the juſt complaints of 
theſe poor ſouls, if they ſhould beſpeak you in the lan- 
guage of the Apoſtle, (then in a caſe much like theirs now,) 


x Cor. 4. 8. &c. Now ye are full, now ye aretich, ye 


have reigned as Kings withont us, and we would to 
God, ye did reign, that we. alfo might reign. with you: 
For we think, that God hath-fer forth us laſt, 3s it were 
men appointed to death; for we are made a ſpeQacle 
unto the world,and toangels, and to men: we are fools, 
bur ye are wiſe 3. we are weak, bur ye are ſtrong z ye 
are honourable, bur we are deſpiſed : Even unto this 
preſent hour we both hnager, and thirſt, and are naked, 
and are buffered, and have no certain dwelling place: 
And laboyr, working with our owa hands ;. being revi- 
led, we bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it, being 
defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filthof the 
ki and are the off- ſcouring of all things unto this 
ay. | 
ad if thus be their Caſe, (as indeed it is,) then, how 
Juſt and ingenuous will it be for you, to conſider it : And 
remember, that if it be yaſt and good. with God, that our 
light afflictions, which are but for a moment, ſhould 
work tor usa far more exceeding, and eternall weight 
of glory: then certainly he will not take it well at your 
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bands, if their heavy Affiftions, which have bien for 
many years, ſhould work nothing for them, but a far more 


exceeding, and inſupportable weight of want and miſery. 


F have forgot the name, bus 1 remember the vercue of 
that great Commander, who, when his Army was much 
arfireſt in point of Aquation, 4 -. 4 bottle of water was pre- 
ſented to himſelf by one of his ſouldiers, he fluns it on the 
ground, and this after it, God forbid, that I ſhould drink, 
when my poor ſouldters are periſhing with thirſt : And 
the kinanefs of Alexander (if Curtias may be credited) 
W441 4s great as himfelf, who in a cold froſty night, ſuting 
by 4 great fire in the open field, and eſpying a poor ſouldier 
upen an out guard ready to drop down dead with the Cold, 
ran to him, took hins ap in his Armes, brought him to the 
Fire, ſet him in his own chair, rubb d and chafed him with 
his own hands, and with much adoe brought him to life + 
Theſe wiſe men knew this to be the way, to oblige an Army to 
them, : 7 

T leave this with you, to apply, and to divine, what 1 
mean by it; and withall, cops do well to remember, bow 
many of -your own Familtes received both-their Honours 
and Eſtates. from the Norman ſervice : That juſt Prince 
thought it his daty to requite his Souldiers,and if you would 
know- the Exglith of Miles, Eques, Gomes, &s. which 
you now wear abont your Eſchutcheons, they are flowers 
which grew uf out of that Field, far wnlike rhoſe weeds, 
which now ſprinz from a ſervice as ingenuous 4nd juſt as 
that, for which the Herauldry is ſo much altered, that they 
yet wear 10 other badge, then Pedes, Pauper, Famelicus, 
for being Loyall totheir Prince, 

Methinks, "tis not ſo handſome, to ſee a Nation, (that 
was lately Gules all over) now to ſtand checker d Argent 
& Sable, and to behold our late great Mercy of our Soye- 
raigas Reſtauration like that Pillar, Exod, 14. 10.008 
and. 


and darktieſs to ſome,but light to atherss 207 are things 
well in Tune, when (4s at\the building of the:\ſccond,Tem- 
ple, Ezra 3. 13.) we cannot diſcers the-noiſe of the [beut of 
joy, from the noiſe of the weeping of the people, when ane 
part (the more ancient and righteous) may weep it out with 
the Poct, | Y | 


——— Hzc ego, tulit alter honores, 
Sic vos non vobis Go 


And another (more novell aud criminall,)' ſhall triumph it 
with ay Oquim bonum & jucundum, &c, 0h how plea- 
ſant and profitable athing it 15, t0\fight againſt, our Sove- 
raten | whereas the truth is, Fuitice can never ſpeak beiter 
ſenſe, then when it doth upbraid [ uch demeriting perſons 
with that Sarcaſme of the Apoſtle, Romi6.2 1. Tine nagads ? 
what fruit wonld you have from .thoſe things, whereof 
you are now aſhamed 2 For the end of ſuch things is 
Death. | | ; 

' And let no man recriminate this addreſs, from the in- 
temperance and debauchery of the perſons, for whom 'tis 
made, 1 remember the check and aſperſion, given of old by 
the Phariſees to Chriſt, who cenſured him tor eating with 
Publicans and Sinners, When he had uo where «ſe te go: 
'Tis'a very bard picce of Fuſtice, ta cenſure and condems 
men for eating and drinking in publick houſes, when they 
_ no houſes left them of rheir own, to eat and to 

rink in. 


them, then others, it will lie very much at the doors of their 
Oppreflors. David had loft almoſt all his Religion, by 
the contemplation ef the good ſucceſs of evil men, Pſal. 73. 
Do them right, and try what they will be, (wrely thoſe con- 

ee ke Ne ſciences, 


 -- If there be Oathes and Atheiſme,&c. more «.#þible among 
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ſcientes, whith hawe worw about thew ſuch drep impreſſions 
and reſentmenti of Loyalty and Honour "al? thy while, 
(and that at ſo great adiſadvant age\muſt in charity be hoped 
10 have other good principles of Morality alſo, which though 
perhaps they lie now in a (wound, ye, they. may be 
awakned imo praftiſe by your juſt Encouragements, and 
"tis ten 10 ove, but you will thercby reſtore them, not onely to 
their Rights and Fortunes, but 10 their wits and vertues, A 
breath from your lips ts able to quicken this field of dry 


v 


bones into an Army of Veninucſo's, 

I will not preſcribe to your wiſdoms what tg do for them, 
nor adventare at reafons of State, why 'ſomtthing muſt be 
done: There are many and great ones, but you can give 
them to your ſelves; they are thoſe of Religion, which T. 
offer you, and if Fuſtice and Charity be your duties, and the 
Compaſle of your ations, thes this is, 

If you will do noynore for them, yet remember them, give 
them (at leaſt) 4 place in your Annalls and Records ; God- 
has (among many other books) a book 0: Remembrance, 
Mal. 3. 16. and in this book hz records the ſuff:rings of 
good men, Plal.56, 8. Their tears are put up 1a his bot- 
tle, and written in his book. | 

And it ſeems by that paſſage concerning Mordecai, Heſt. . 
6. 1, 2, 3. that it was the manner of the Eaſtern Princes 
torecord the ſervices and ſufferings of good ſubjetts to 
poſterity, as ſoon as th:y were done or_ ſuffered: And there 
were Scribes among the Fews (if my conjetture fail not) 
whoſe peculiar of fice it was to do this; and truly the exam- 
ple of Ahaſuerus there, deſerves to be commended to the 
pra tiſe of Princes, ver. 1, he was reading one night inthis- 
book of Records,and found the good ſervice of Mordecai, 
in diſcovering a Treaſon againſt his perſon, v. 2. andthes. 
puts 4 queſtion (audit is Queeltio rege digna) what Ho-. 


NOUL. 


_ 


nour and dignity hath been done to Moder? for this ? 
V. 3. twas anſwered, there is nothing done for him, but 
it was not long ere ſomething was, _ 

If theſe and the following lines , may bave the | 
happineſs to move you to put the ſame queſtion for ow | 
Mordicai's, What hath been done tor them © azd wpor 
finding, that as yet nothing is done for them, to put it fur- 
ther to the queſtion, what ſhall be done for them 2 God 
ſhall have his will, I my end, they the comfort, and you the 
honeur, of ſo juſt and brave an Attion, 
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Which ſhall ever be the prayer of your 
Lincols's- InneFuly, moſt devored ſervant in the things of 
6th. 1661, * Gad aad his Righreouſneſs, 


THOMAS GrENFEILD: 


C1) - 


eee 


FP ISAY B$8.5,6 TE | 
' 5. Icit ſuch afaſtthat Thave choſen? a day fora a man 


# to afflift bus ſoul? is it to bow down his hand as a 
a and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under 
him? wilt thou call this a faſt and an acceptable day 

g) Fo. the Lord ? 


. Tr not this THE FAST that Thave choſentto looſe 
"2 bands of wickedneſs ,to undee the heavy burdens, 
and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break 
every yoke ? 

-, Is it not to deal thy bread to the hey, and that 
thou bring the poor that are caſt out to thy houſe, 
When than ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and 
that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own Aeſh : 


RD 7 OU are met this day upon a very great 
WA, 20d important work, and you have ſum- 
D | mon'd hirher a poor and weak man to 

'3 £4 aſſiſt you init ; one that had more need 
S—ELy to be faſted for, then able to dire& 0- 
chers, one who is (as at no time able, ſo) at this time 
not willing to dreſs ont the buſineſs before us with E- 
locution and the rather, becauſe as it 1s the cuſtom of 
Mourners, to deſpoile their garments of all ROO 

B an 


(2) 
and other dreſſes when they Mourn g (o I think, if plain 

arments be faſhionable there, a plain Sermon will be 
Caſonable here. | 

_ This people (here concerned in the Text) were a 
Nation much addied to outward and formall duties, 
and among others to this of faſting,the ſecond verſe be- 
fore the Text will deſcribe you tnis 3 And how pun- 
Qual and ceremonious they were in it, the 5. verle 
(which is part of the Text) does decipher: Ic ſeems, 
this formality ran down the whole current of that gene- 
ration, for when I look almoſt home to the end of it 
(in thedaysof Chriſt) I fiad the ſame humour ſtirring 
amongſt the Phariſees, of whom Chriſt (ayes, Mat. 6. 


16, that whea they faſted, they were oxv3gu7%:; that is, - 


(as one interprets it) they would look like Scythians ; 
and they did (as is obſerved in the Text before mentio- 


ned) agdri2ey, that is,they either cover'd their faces with 
black- hoods, or elie (as one acutely oblerves it out of 


Antiquity) they uſed a paint or fucus to make them 
ſeem lad and mortifted ; and the great errour of them 


was, to think that when this was done, the faſt was. 


over. 

Now the bulineſle of this Text (with the coherents) 
iS to reProve, and with reproving to rejeR this formali- 
ry of faſting, and ro commend and teach the true rea- 
lity of it, vo WE (3s 

And (indeed) theſe are the parts of the Text. 

Firſt, a formal faſt reproved and rejected, w. 5. 
Secondly, a real faft preſcribed and accepted, v.6. 

And both theſe are done in the way of expoſtulation, 
which argues a more then ordinary yvehemency in what 
iS ſpoken, | ; 

Firſt, an expoſtvlation in the Affirmative , ver. 5. 

Is 
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Fs it ſuch a faſt ? which is an ardent Negation 


(3) 


ſignifying 


chat by no means it 1s not at all ſuch a faſt. 
Secondly, an expoſtulation in the-Negative, v, 6, 7. 
Is not this the faft, &c. Intimating a moſt vigorous Af- 
firmative : Certainly, afſuredly, thi « the faſt that I 
have choſen, | 
So that in the firſt, all formalities of a faſt (when 
they go alone) are rejeRed ;theſe Jewiſh formalities in 
the Text, to affiit# the ſoul, to bow down the bead like 4 
Bnllraſh, &c. and on the ſame {core our Chriſtian for- 
malities of faſting all the day, meeting in the Houſe of 
publick Worſhip, making long Prayers, and hearing 
five or fix Sermons one on the neck of another, theſe 
(I lay) when they go alone are rejeRed; and our own 
obſervation can teſtifie, they have been ſo. 
| And in the ſecond the reall, proper, genuine duties 
of an acceptable faſt are preſcribed and directed, and 


thoſe are two. 


Firſt, the duty of Juſtice unto men oppreſſed,v.6, 
Secondly,the duty ofChariry to men ejeRed,v.7. 

And this is the faſt that God hath choſes : 

That, which (wichout any violence) is deducible 
from the Text, may be reduced to theſe three partt- 
culars, within which I (hall confine all I ave to ſay. 

Firſt, chat faſting is a duty. 
Secondly, that God in ſome caſes does reje it. 
- Thirdly, whar muſt be done to make it acceptable. 
I, I begin with the firſt, Thar faſting is a duty, this 
is plain in the Text, where,though we have rejecFioncns 
modi, yet not re, of that manner of faſting, not of 
faſting it ſelf, ver. 4, we have not a peremptory, 9 
jejunabits, buta n0x ſic jejunabittsz and in the 5, verſe 
it is onely tale jejwninuw, not 3 faſt at large, but _ : 
| . af 


(4) 
faſt that has nothing but formalities, and mediate du- . 
tieS in it, vocem & preterea nihil, a cymbal-faſt,that 
makes a noiſe and hath no charity; this God rejecteth. 

Andthe reaſon is, becauſe to rhe morall goodneſs of 
an aRion, there is required, not onely the matter and 
bulk of the fact, the manutaore and outward body of 
it, but many circumſtances to make it good, St. Ang. 
obſerves it in the point of delivering up Chriſt unro 
death, how much the end and intention in an at does 
diverfifie the a it ſelf 5 Pater tradidit filrums (ſaith he) 

 Tudas Dominum Chriſtas ſeipſum, one and the ſame at 
(viz.) the giving up of Chritt, was mercy in God, love 
in Chriſt, but treaſon 10 the Apoſtate. So here, as the 
Apoſtle {ays of the law, 1 Tim. 1. 8..that it isgood if a 
man uſe it lawfully, ſo 1s the duty of faſting, good or 
evil, as it ſtands qualified by the end and intention of 
the perſons. 

In the 4. verſe before the Text the faſt was evil, be- 
cauſe the intention was ſo, The faft for ſtrife and de- 
bate, &Cc. and verſe 6. and 7. of the Text, the faſt is 
allowed to be good and acceptable, if ir ſtand afſocia- 
red with the cuties of juſtice and mercy, 

Clear it is then, thac taſting is our duty, and the more 
clear, becauſewe have occaſions for it. 

The Firſt:one 1s judgement impending or incumbing, 
at the door,or in the houle,7/a. 22. 12.1ſrael was in dan- 
ger of ag inyaſion,azd in that day (ſaith the Prophet)did 

 theLord call 18 meeping, and to monrning.. 

Though we read not of any Prophet, that by word of 
mouth required the people to it; yet there was, vex. 
wirge, Mic, 6.9, the rod had a tongue, there was a Sum- 
mons in the preſent providence, there. was: a Hanibal ad 

porta, the Perſean was At. tue gates. 


And 


G) : 
. Andleft the call. of Providence ſhould'be thought 
not loud enough, we have an expreſs ſummons from the 


; Word to this: duty, 7oe/ 2, 15,16, 17. the 15. ver. gives 


us the precept, Santifie a faſt, &c. the 16. verſe ſum- 
mons the perſons,and thole are all concerned, the people, 
congregation, young and old, &c. and the 17, yerſe gives 
us the duty, prayer, [pare thy people 0 Lord, &c. and 
this was the pratice of {ral who like a flock of ſheep, 


though in times of ſafety and peace, they wandred a- 


broad ſecurely in their ſeverall paſtures, yet when the 


| dog or woolt drew. near, they ran together to this 


duty. 

| Secondly, another occaſion: to this duty, is ſome im- 
portant enterpriſe or undertaking, that has danger and 
difficulty init: Thus did Heſter who going to pacity the 


anger of Ahaſueras towards the Jews, and to: gain his Hf: 4-25. 


favour (a thing dangerous, and difficult to be had from 
ſo great a Prince) bids the people faſt for this,and not cat 
nor drtnk three days night or day,end 1 (ſaid ſhe) and my 
maidens will fafl likewiſe, and ſo will 1 go to the King, 
(though it be not according to law,) aud if 1- periſh 1 pe- 
riſh, And as the enterprize was great, (o the faſt made 
it proſperous: Thus the Apoſtles, being co ordain, and 
fend abroad Miniſters to the Gentiles, (an. affair of 
greater danger and difficulty, (and importance roo)then- 
the former) they prayed unto the Lord and faſted, and ha- 
vinzgſodone, they laid their hands on Barnabas and Saul, 
and ſent them away, ARS 13. 2, 3, which practiſe of 
theirs (methinks) gives no mein. warrant tothe obſer- 
vation of our Ember weeks, as preparatory to-rhe lay- 


ing, on of: hands. od 


* .* - 


The chings muſt be great and. good ; and when ſo, 


they muſt be faſted for,z, mos for Prife and, debate, nor 


70 


(6) 

to (mite with the fiſt of wickedneſs, not for a proſperous 
rebellion, or regicide (for that's the englifh of the for- 
mer,) ſuch faſtsare to betaited for, and taſted from,and 
the late fignall confutations given out by Providence 
upen ſuch faſts, are evidence enough, we ought not to 
faſt for ſuch things. And indeed as all other ſervice, fo 
this of faſting, (as the Apoſtle ſtyles 1t) Rom. 12, x, itis 
Avtyiny AgTORG A reaſonable ſervice, 

For firſt, God expeRs from us, a demeanour ſuitable 
to Our condition, and as he was juſtly condemn'd, that 
came without a wedding garment to the feaſt, ſo may he 
no leſle, that wears it at a faſt. | > 

Hoſea 11, 10, we are required to walk after the Lord in 
his diſpenſations, «nd when he ſhall roar like a Lion, they 
ought we (like good children) to tremble; *Tisa pitce of 
molt intollerable inſolence, for men to laugh and ſport 
themſelves when God frowns : this in 7ſrael was ſo of- 
tenſive, that, 1ſay 22. 14 becauſe, when God call'd fo 
weeping and to mourning, there was found amone ft them 
joy and gladneſs, eating fleſh , and drinking wine, &C. 
therefore that iniquity ſhould not be purged from them till 
they died : It ſeems to be a moſt unpardonable, and kil- 
ling iniquity; it adds wings to the leaden feet of yen- 
geance, and ſets on work her iron hands z it makes her 
come faſter, and ſtrike deeper z it was this that brought 
in the deluge upon the ancient world, Math. 24. 38. be- 
cauſe they were eating and drinking, &c, therefore the 
flood came, and took them all away, a 

Secondly, a diſcreet obſervation of judgements (ei- 
ther near'us or upon us,)will naturally beger ſuch a tem- 
per of mind in us, as will produce this duty ; Forin che 

way of 'a 'naturall operation, when we are in pain, in 
fear, in'danger, or under any fort of diſcontent, we weep, 
we 
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Es (7) 
we cry, we pray, wz faſt ; when he flew them (Caich D- 
via) then they ſought him. Damocles (though ſer down ac 


 aplentifull Table) yer coald nor eat bit, becauſe of the 


Sword that was (o (ubtilly hung over him; where ever 
there is aproſpect or fear of a judgemenr, it will pro, 
duce this tis trae, if a min were'a beaſt (anJ they are 
little leſs that do fo) void of fore-ſtght and confiderati- 
on, ie might be allowed to graze on though it thunders, 
and like the (wine ear his mear as luſtily an hour before 
his throat is cut, as at any.time before ; And let not our 
Hilariors take it 1ll, chit Fcannot range: them amongſt 
any other ſort of cattel: For to be ſenſeleſs and fſen- 
fuall ar che approch of ju{gements, is for want of 
jad;zement; the very Heathens themſelves (when in 
chis condition) were not ſtrangers to this duty : Ninz- 
veh taſted from the King to the beggar, and from: che 
beggar tothe beaſt for the threat that Fonas gave them: 
And this alſo makes it a reaſonable ſervice. 
"Thirdly, the reaſonof this duty furcher appears, in 
that the very outward adt of faſting doth qualifie and 
diſpoſe a:man unto thoſe other duties, that are more 


materjall ; for if Prayer, Confeſſion, Contricion, are- 


duties that do much conduce to deliverance and mer- 
cy ; and ific be Gods uſuaill method never to take us 
up cill he finds us on our knees ; when are we ſo fic for 
theſe daties, as when we faſt For the Corruptible body 
(as you have it Wild, 9, 15.) preſſeth down the ſoul, ani 
the earthly Tabernncle, weightth down the mind that mu- 
ſeth upon manythings, Now we have many things to 
mule upon'in-this duty, and faſting unclogs che ſoul, 
and takes off that mire and dirt, that hangs about-the 
wings of the mind, whereby it mounts much higher in 
all ſpiricuall'a&s; And therefore the caveat of Chriſt = 
| ; _ goog, 
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(8) 
good, Lake.21. 34. Take beed to your ſelves, leſt at any 


time your hearts be over-charged with ſurfeting,and drank- 


neſſe, (bagurb3s: the word 18) ne ingraventur leſt your 


| hearts be made heavy; Intemperance takes oft the 


wheels of the ſoul, and makes'it drive heavily. 

A dury then ic is, in that there are. juſt occaſions of 
ir, and ſtrong reaſons tor it: butler it. be never fo 
much a duty, and neverſo often done, yet in {ome ca- 
{es Godrejecs it. And this tranſlates me over into the 
ſecond particular, which is to make inquiry in what ca- 
ſes, and for what cauſes God does rejeR the faſtings 
and humiliations of men. 

RejeRed they are it ſeems ſomtimes: For in the ver. 
before the Text we find an expreſs prohibition : Tox 
ſhall not faſt as you dothis day; and though it may ſeem 
ſtrange to finda Yea anda Nay in God,to command 
and inhibit the ſame thing,to make ic ſometimes a duty, 
and yet charge it as a fin; there muſt be ſome reaſons 
for this, and it nearly concerns us to inquire waat they 
are. | 

Firſt, then God rejects our faſtings, when he finds 
nothing elſe but form and outward ſolemnity in them: 
Ir is the ſaying of Chriſt, Luke 16.15 That which i highly 
eſteemed among men, is abomination in the ſight of God; 
what is highly eſteemed among men ? you may find ic 
I 54M. 16,7, Man looketh on the outward appearance bur 
God does not, he cannot indure an our-fide whea ir 
goes alone, Here in the Text God abhors that humi- 
liarion for this very reaſon, in that they made it up with 
a bundle of ceremontes, geſtures, cryings aloud, for- 
bearing meat, looking {ad, and wearing ſackcloth, and 
{ſo did only H:ſtriones agere perſonate a faſt, and were 
no more concerned in't, then the Acors are concerned 
ig.the matter of the plor. Secondly, 


(9) 


Secondly, God rejeeth our humiliations , when 


, they are fer on work meerly for the removall of judge- 


meats, or the attainder of mercies; to faſt meerly tor 
the one, as St. Fames tells us, that there is a faith of 
Devils,ſo we may call this the taſt of Devils : that eter- 
nall humiliation and contririon that is now praQis'd in 
hell, and thoſe Howlings, Weepings, and gnaſhing of 


' Teeth, that are there among the damned, are the re- 


ſule and EffteR of their never-dying torments. And to 
faſt meerly tor the atrainder of the other, is no better 
then the faſt of dogs and (wine, who howl and make a 
noiſe. becauſe their trough is empty,and God gives ic 
no better name, when he cells them, Hoſ. 7.14.That they 
did not cry unto bim with their heart, but howled upon their 
beds, and aſſembled th:m[elves for Corn and Wine : It is 
therefore the proper errand of an humbled people to 
confeſle their fin, and to-beg pardon and grace, and let 
providence take care for the reſt; eſpecially, when it 
ſtands encircled in a promiſe, thac if we ſeek theſe. firſt, 
ex abundanti, all other things (hall be added co us. Ic 
concernes us of this Nation to conſider this, and right- 
ly to ſtate the reaſon of our humiliacions : for we 
have had faſtings for ju/gements (and have one this 
day) but not one as yet for fin, 

"Thirdly, 'tis not every faſting for fin that God ac- 
cepts, bur in ſome caſes does reject ic, though it be for 
fin; And that is when we humble our ſelves for {ach 
ſins, which lie in our own power to reform and re- 
move : There is rhe ſame non-ſenſe and abſurditie in 
this caſe, as when an able luſty fellow lies1n a ditch and 
cries God help ; we have a pregnant inſtance of Gols 
rejection of our faſtings in this caſe, in thar of Fuſha, 
Foſh, 7,6. Ain was OO by Achan and _ 

| EQs 


| | 9. | 
ed, and the people for that fig were defeated more then 


once by the men of 4i; Foſhaa a publick Magiſtrate . 


(upon this) fell to his humiliation, vent his cloaths, fell to 
the earth upon his fact, put duſt upen his head and prayed; 
But all this God reje&s, and in the 10. vetſe gives a 
ſmart check unto it, get thee wp, whertfore lyeſft thou thus 
upon thy face ? and in the 13. vetle callshim out ro 
praQiſe, Up, Sanfifie the people, and make a diligent en- 
quiry after the accurſed thing ; God hath given the 
Magiſtrate a Sword, and he maſt not bear that Sword 
in van. When fin and prophaneneſs abound /'in a 
Nation through the Magiſtrates negle& or cowardiſe, 
"tis not hisaor our faſting will remove'itz becauſe he 
hath a more effectuall means in his hands to do it : 
And in Gods account ſuch a faſt is 2s ridicu!ons as if an 
busbandman coming into his Vineyard, and finding it 
ore run with Bryars and Thorns, ſhould fling afide his 
pruning hook and fall to his prayers, that God: would 
weed them out. 0.58 
Fourthly, God reje&s the faſtings of men 'when 
they except and reſerve the praiſe of ſome beloved 
boſom {ins unto themſelves ; this is noted with a more 
then ordinary indignation, Fer. 7.9, 10, 11, will you 
ſteal, murther, and commit adultery, and ſwear falſly, &c. 
and come and fland before me inthis houſe which #s called 
by my name, and ſay we are delivered to do all thiſe abomi- 
nations ? ts this houſe which called by my name, become a 
den of robbers in your eyes? behold I(even T1) have ſeen it, 


ſaith the Lord, We may Engliſh it rhus, will you come 


aqd faſt before the Lord for fear of Famine and Peſti- 
lence, and put in exceptions to Rebellion, Regicide, 
Oppreſſion, and the dEcainder of. other mens bread 2 
Is this The Faſt that Thave choſen ? one ſuch Delilah is 

enough 
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enough to deſtroy the ſtrongeſt Sx-pſox; one ſuch 
Azae, is ſufficient to undoe the talleſt Sau/, one ex- 


| cepted fin, will make void the beſt sf taſts, and as long 


as Achan, with his wedge and garment, lay uadiſcove- 
red, unbrought out, let_not 1ſracl expect to proſper 
ſuch a day as this ought to be a day of {laughter, and if 
God at another time will deal impartially wich us for 
our fins, then ic concerns us now to deal impartially with 
them, and not to roul any one (nonot the moſt beloved 
one,) as a ſweet morſell under the tongue, for fear ir 
prove as the book which was given to Saint Fohn to 
eat, though ſweet in the mouth, yer bitter in the belly ; 
I have known the whale worke of a Ebyrargion de- 
feated, by ſuch a partiality as this, and, becauſe he 
ſearched not at the bottome, though he skinn'd it over 
co the eye, the wound did teſter and (uppurate, and he 
was forced to begin again ; if you will make ſuant 
work in your faſting, bring out the bottome of your 
fins, do not keep back a part, and this may heal the 
land. | | | 
Fiftly, The faſtings of mea ate rejeRed, when they 
will not be convinced of ſome fins, that they are fo in- 
deed, as in the caſe of ſhedding innocent blood, when 
we have ſhed ir, and call it juſtice; faſt while you will 
in this perſwaſton, God will not accept it, 'tis plan 
enough 1a. 1. from the 10. to the 15. ver, in the 10. 
ver. God giyes his own people very ſad names, Rulers 
of Sodom:e, and people of Gomorrha ; and in the following 
verſes, he gives all their ſervices a very ſad reception: 
To what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices wnto 
me? I delight not, &6. who hath required this at your hand, 
to tread my courts? incenſe « an abomination to me, the new 
Moons 6nd Sabbaoths, and the  ctieg of aſſemblies I can- 
2 not 


(12) - 
not away with, it i iniquity, even the ſolemn meetings my 
ſoul hateth them, they are a trouble unto me, I amweary to 
bear them ;» and when yt ſpread forth your hanas, 1 will 
hide mine eyes from yous yea, when you make many prayers, 
1 will not hear. oe _ 

A ſtrange diflike, and were there not a reaſon given 
for it, n:ver enough to be wondred ar, that God ſhould 
' abandon the very lervice that he does command, and 
what's that reaſon? God that does nothing without 
the higheſt reaſon, gives you his in the botrome of the 
I5, ver, (and indeed it is like ſome cholerick diſtemper 
in the bottome of the ſtomack, which makes us vomir 
up all we eat,3 Tonr hands are full of blood : when blood 


iS upon a Nation unacknowledged, unrepented, it mars | 


all rheſervices of it. 

Laſtly, God does rejeR the faſtings of men when 
they are nndertaken to promote bad ends, and wicked 
purpoſes : ſuch a faſt was that of Fezebel, 1- Kings 21.9. 
ſhe proclamed a faſt, that under the colour of a treſpaſs 
againſt thit proclamarion, ſhe-might obtain the lite and 

. vineyard of Naboth: And the faſtings of 1/racl are here 
rej<Cted in this Chapter, beczule they were undertaken 
to promote ſtrife and debate, and proſperonſly to ſmite 

with the fiſt of wickedneſs, and in the 3, ver. more eſpe- 
ci.lly the reaſon is given, becauſe in ihe day of your faſt 
you find pleaſuie that is, (as the vulgar renders it,) #- 


wvintur veluntas ve(tra, you br:ng with you your owt 


wills, defires, defignes, and hope to carry them on by 
taſting, and as it followes, you exat? all your labours. 
Omres debito; es veſtros repetitis, you beg of God a proſ- 
perous vengeance upon thoſe you think have wrong'c 
you ; ({uch low and baſe ends do no more juſtifie a taſt 
| tiTwiena Robber prays for an advantageous encoun: 
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ter, of 4 Pirite for a fair, wind at Sea; If werhns bring 
in the tables of Money-changers into the houſe of God, 

' and come here to truck with him, for the grant of our 
own deſires, he will over-throw thoſe tables, and 
{courge our ſuch Merchaats : It we faſt to Catisfy Our 
own ambicion, cru:lty or covetouſne(s, we pervert the 
end of this duty, by bringing thax hicher to. be cheriſh- 
ed, which ſhould be brought: Hicher-co be {1:in;4and 
cruly (if I might have leave, to give my ja43ment,) I 
cannot underſtand why.lo great a defeat. has been Jiven 
out from God, upon thoſe many humiliations: ſeem- 

ingly to.me yery folemn-and (eripus )whictiwere ated 
by. chis Nation, and eſpecially in chis place; for theſe 
laſt 20, years, inſomuch chat we mighr expoſtulate as. 
this people didin the 3. ver. Wherefore have we faſted, 

and thou ſeeſt not ; wherefore: have we affiictcd our ſouls 
_ and thou takeft no knowledze ? I fay, I can give no realon 
for ſuch a diſappointmentys bur this, we propoſed baſe 
and degenerate-ends in our faſtings, we faſted ro de- 
your the comforts of other men with a better ſtomack, 

and to make our ſelves rich by their.ruine. 

You'lee then that che faſtiggs-ot men may be reje- 
ed, and you: bave ſeen in what caſes, twill now be ſea- 
ſonable to pur: ſuch aqueſtion, as-he did in the Goſpell, 
Good Maſter, what good thing muſt 1 do that I may obiain 
eternall life ? (0 here, what good thing muſt we do, to 
make our fiſting acceptable. unto God ? The anſwer 
to this you will have in the third particulir upon which 
I am now entring. 

The proper ingredients therefore of a faſt to make 
it acceptable are nor far to ſeek, for you may quickly 
find them in che 16, 17, ver. of Iſa. I, Ceoje to do evil, 
| learnto.do well. 
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Firſt, Ceaſe to do evil, then do we faſt indeed when we 
faſt from ſin-; 'tis not our: witholding meat from the 
body, but our: withdrawing all ſorts of ſupplements 
from our luſts, that makes a faſt; The luſts of our 
hearts have wide mouths and craving ftomacks; Ambi- 
tion, wouls never leave aſpiring,till irperch on the circle 
of the world z Covetouſneſs would ingrofle all the 


riches of the 1ndtes ; Revenge, would glut it ſelf with 


the blood of others, and 'tis the work of thoſe that 
faſt, troryeup theſe, and keep them ſhort, to lay fiedge 
to themz.and intercept their proviſions, the beſt way to 


kill them is to ſtarve:them out z That expreſſion of the 
Apoſtle is very apt, Gal.5.24-. They that are Chriſts have 


crucified the fleſh: now, crucifixion is to faſten and bind 


gown aliving creature to that-which is crofle and con- 
trary toit, Qur luſts are thoſe living creatures, and ro 


crucifie them is to feed them with contraries z Pride, 


would have 4 Crown of gold, give it a Crown of 


thorns ; Luxury, would have the generous wine, give 


it vinegar mingled with gall ; 'tis no faſting except this | 
be cone, and therefore Saint Beryard, doth elegantly 


upbraid a faſt that is kept without this, Carmem non 


commedis, ſcd commedi: fratrem, a vine abſtines, ſed ab. 


injuriis 116; non temperas; 'tis a (ad faſt to ſorbear bread 


- and mear, and the while to devour'the fleſh and blood 
_ of thy brother. oo STE 


Secondly, Learn to do well, this indeedis the yery 
glory and accompliſhment of a faſt. Bur what that do- 
ieg-well is, that's the queſtion: To-Worſhip God is'to 
do well, to hear, to pray is to do well, bur yer this is 
not the doing well is here required ; yea, this doing 
well is rejected and ſpurned at of God, if there be no 
other ſorts of well-doing going with it ; and what that 

ks. is 
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5 you have in the:t7.,ver.of 7/ay 1; Relieve (6 righten) 
"= oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs , plead for the wid- 
Tis clear then that the duties of Juſtice and Mercy 
dre not onely the Otnaments, but the eſſentials of a 
faſt ;-they are made ſo in the Text, #here there are any 
banas of 'wiokedneſs\ they muſt be looſed, any heavy bum 
dens they muſs be undone, any oppreſſed ones they muſt 20 
free, any yoke it muſt be broken, any that are hungry thy 
brtau thuſs be acalt unto-'them, any that are poor and caſt 
out they muſt. be brought to thythouſe, any naked thou muſt 
cover him; and good reaſon, for inthe bottom of the 
verſes he w thine own fleſh, at what widene(s ſoever we 
are difterenced by other things in the World, yet the 
pooreſt man alive is thyows fleſb, and in all thy acts of 
mercy tom, thou art mercitull co a part of thy felt ; 
This 1s the faff, and how importunately che Spiric of 
God harps upon this ſtring, and points us (as it were 


. with: the finger) to this, even to this ſort of duty, you 


may further fee in Z «ch. 7.9, 10,where after a reproof 
given to their formall faſtings, ver. 5, a rule is ſub- 


- joyned for them what ro do: Execute true Fudeement, 


and ſhew Meycy and Compaſſion every man to his Brother, 
ani oppreſſe not the Widdow, nor the Fatherleſs, the Stran» 
ger, nor the Poor, and let none of you imagine evil againſt 
bis Brother in your heart. Tt is a ſtrange preference, and 
much to be wonder'd at, which God gives to the du- 
ties we owe 'to man, before thoſe we owe to himſelf : 
methinks irwere enough roſay that the ſecond Com- 
mandement 15 4zke unto the firft, Math, 22. 39. but to 


ſay, fir ft go andibereconciltd to thy Brother, and:then come 


and offer thy gift 5 toſay, I will have Mercy rather then 
Tacrifiee, as'Godsgoodneſsjnthis:is tobe wondred ; , 
__ hd A 


(16) | 
ſo mans duty from this is to be concluded on, that' our 
works of Mercy, Juſtice, Charity, muſt be done by us 
with as great a zeal, and with a greater carlineſs, then 
thoſe very ſervices we do to God. | 
T here is now left nought remaining to trouble your 
patience with, but my application and your praiſe. 


You are here met in the houſe of God, and what to: 


do? to faſt ; and for what ? the ſuſpicions and fears of a 
famine like to come upon us, from our late abundance 
of Rain, threatning to ſpoile the Fruics of the Earth. 
'Tis very well, that any thing _ will drive us home to 
God ; bur yer, it is obſervable how early we are in this 
duty ; we faſt for a judgement that is not yet upon us, 
turther then the fear and ſuſpicion of ic: It would be 
much more ingenious, to be early and quick in faſting 
for the fins of the Nation, as we are for the dangers of 
ir, thoſe (I am ſure) are ripe enough, and ready for the 
ſickle z we are much beyond the ſuſpicions of fin, we 
are under the Commiſſions of it; and vet, as yet we 
have had no faſt for theſe, it would very much beautifie 
the beginnings of this bleſſed revolution, and fortunate 
change of things we live under, to begin with ſuch a jaſt 
aS this: but-it ſeems we love our bellies very well, and 
as ſome followed Chriſt tor the loaves, ſo we faſt for 
fear we ſhall want the loaves, we faſt for fear that we 
ſhall tu, 

But fince ic is ſo, that the work of this day ſtands 
ſtared ro my hands, upon this botcom, it will be con- 
venient before I can dire& you how to be r1d of this 
. judgement, to give you my judgement whence it 
ccmes: For aſſuredly 'tis no bratum fuimen, no arrow 
ſhor 3t tovers, no accident flip'd out of the womb of 
chan:e without any Ggnification in it : no, no ; as God 


-- 


*" 


is the higheſt reaſon, ſo-all that he does.comes from-it , 


. reaſonable judgements: and therefore though many 


things come forth from God, the cauſes of which ſhall 
not be known untill the day of therevelation of hw rigb- 
zeouſxeſs ; yet-in the general he bids us” believe, and 
would have us know, !hat he hath not done without cauſe 
all that he hath done, Ezek. 14. 23. T9768 

Well then, a reaſon for this judgement there is, and 
whacis it ? 'to'tell you that it is wickedneſs in the ge- 
nerall, is to fling an whole loaf at your head, and not to 
cut it for you; but yer the Plalmiſt tells us ſo, Pſa. 
I07, 34. He turneth a fruitfull land into barrenneſs for 
the wickedne(ſſe of them that dwell therein, and as God 
told Adam, Gen. 3. 17. that the ground was curſed for 
his ſake (thar is, for his fin) ſo if our ground now be 
like to undergoe a Curle, it is for our ſins; And for 
what fins © Cercainly , for ſome fins above 0- 
thers; for as the Clouds ſend down no other waters 
chen what the Earch ſends up, ſothere is ſomething 
come up'trom us before God, that has drawn down our 
preſent judgements on us. | 

'There have been divers interpretations paſt on this 
late abundance of Rain; The Star-gazer charges it up- 


on ſome notable configuration in the Heavens, but yet 


(as our late Aſtrologers confeſſed they could not read 
our late revolution, 4nd bleſſed return of the King in 
any conjunRion of the Planets, but gave it cleatly up to 
be a miracle) ſo if you now examine their Almanacks, 
you ſhall not find a word fore- telling all this foul wea- 
ther ; which makes me think it is more then a naturall, 

it is a judicial effe&. = 
_ And therefore others (hes are no good friend ro our 
pre- 


" (13) 

preſent wellfare) will adyencure to make 2 malicious 
poſs npon the preſent judgement, and whuſper it ar 
eaſt in corners, that itis tor the Kings coming in, for 
our importunate defies of his return, and for our great 
rejoycings at his preſence: And they obſerve (with 
ſome pleaſure to themſelves) the great Rain tbat tell 
at the firſt treatment of His Majeſty in the City, the 
great Rainand Thunder upon the day of his Corona- 
tion,and the great Rains that have continued ever ſince, 
and they make bold with Scripture to prove this to be 
the cauſe of the judgereat from. 1 Sam. 12. 17, where 
Sameel tells the people thus : 1 will call unto the Lord, 
axd he ſhall ſend thunder and rain:that ye may perceive and 
ſee that your wickedneſs i great, which ye have done in the 
fight of the Lord, in asking you a King, But I queſtion 
not, but this interpretation is too private and wide e- 
nough : Therefore to come nearer home, what may 
the ſins be 2 Truly the Nation ſtands now guilty of 
ſuch fins, that I could find in my heart rather co pray 
for a famine then to pray againſt it ; For as faſting in the 
way of a phyſicall operation is good to cure many dif- 
eaſes, ſo there be many ſins (eſpecially thoſe of pride 
and luxury) which famine would be an excellent means 
" remove, by removing the food and fomentations of 

tnem, ; | | | 
W hat our fins are, may be read in the very face of 
the judgement; that as the Hetrurians of old erected 2 
Colledge of wiſe mea to be their fulminum interpretes, 
their Expoſitors of Thuader-bolts ; and as Phyſicians 


now by the ſignature they obſerye in a plant will gueſs 


ſhrewdly, what it is wholſome for and hurtſall to : So 
there is a ſignature in the preſent judgement, and by 
the Features and Complexion that 1s in it we may 

| als 


CE 

Calculate its Nativity, and judge whence it comes. 

Firſt then, what think.you of the fin of Sabbaoth- 
breaking ? a fin now more frequent, impudent, and aun- 
puniſhed, then in thoſe late black days, in which greater 
ſins were counted none at all 5 This bleſſed day is now 
as much mangled and broken, as once the Lord and 
Maſter of it was and as the Poet deriding the immo- 
derate drefles of a Girle, told her that ſhe was minima 
pars ſui, fo is this day,ſo divided, and loaden with affairs 
and f1ns, that it is now become the leaſt part of it ſelf, 
and you may ſeek for a Sibbaoth, 'in 4 Sabbaoth, and 
yet not find it. And whereas itis an holy day, now other 
days are innocent to this, thoſe we ſpend upon our cal- 
lings, this upon our (ins, and now do but ſee how this 
judgmeat is ficred to this fin, Lev. 26. 34, where Moſes 
tells the people that the land fhonld enjoy her Sabbath, 
and lie deſolate : becauſe the men of the land will not 
keep their Sabbaoths, therefore the land ir ſelf ſhall 
keep hers; and ſuch a Sabbaoth is now like to be kepr 
for this year by a grear part-of our land, ; 

Secondly, next what think you of the fin of (wear- 
ing ? a fin whereby the divel cheats a man more then by 
any, by being damned for it, and getting nothing by ir: 
never did bullets fly thicker in the hotreſt battel, then 
oaths now in this wicked Ciry z you cannor pals the 
ſtreets, but your ears will be box'd by an o:th at every 
ſep, and 'tis a wonder to me, if theſe arrows which are 
ſhoc bolt up-right and levell'd peint- blanck at God, do 
not recoyle upon the heads of thoſe that ſhot chem) 
but how this fin does more particularly contribute to 
the judgement we now fear, you may ſee Fer. 23.10. 
where weare told that becaufe of Oaths (Curſes) the 
land mournith, There is a ſort ofground which husband- 
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mendo call weeping ground, and tis barren. and good 
for little z we have {uch now, whole Countries lie ba- 
thed in the teares of Heaven, and thai becauſe of 
Oaths ; for if by them we pul! God out of Heaven, and 
rear him in pieces berween our teeth, if we ule his name 
ſo vainly as if chere were no.{uch being, 'tis no marvell 
if the Clouds tumble down upon us, when we leave 
none in Heaven to govern and hold them up: He thar 
thinks or lives as if there were no God, ſhall. be cared 
for here, as if there were none. 

Thirdly, what think you of the ſta of Adultery ? 
whether this may not beget a Famine,Fcr.5.7,8.»hen 
1 fedthcm 10 the full, they then committed Aaultery, and 
aſſembled themſelves by Treops in the Harlots howſes , they 
w-re as fed horſes inthe morning,every one neighed after 
hi ncighbours wife, (hall T not viſat for theſe things ſaith 
the Lord 2 and whatis the viſitation for theſe things? 
you ſhill find it verſe 17. 4 famize, this that we fear, 
though coming another way, yet from the ſame fin; 
They fhall eat of thine harveſt, and thy bread which thy 
50n: and Danghter: ſheuld cat, they ſball eat of thy flocks 
aud thy herds, they ſhall eat of thy Vines and thy Fig trees, 
&c. andit is a pun ſhment both juſt and proper, it thou 
borrow ſtreagth from the creature to ſquander it away 
upon unlawſul beds, 'tis fit that God ſhould take the 
creature from thee: It a ſtzllion grow unruly, tye him 
up to an empty rack. 

Fourthly, what think you of 1#temperance? a fin that 
brings forth this ſuſpeRed judgement, both phyſically 
and judicially too, Phyſically, 'tis no marvell if there 
be a ſcarcity when we fill our Tables to ſuch a heighr 
to feed a few, as will ſuffice for many, committing a 
Miracle contrary to that of Chriſt, who ted 5000. with 

five 
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hs loaves, and we feed but five with ſome ſcores 'of 
ithes. 

And jadicially this judgement lies much at the door 
of this fin,to wit the Luxury of man; for if you mark it, 
this plague of Rain hurts not the graſs ſo much as the 
grain, the horſe and ox are provided for well enough, 
nay the Countymaa tells me thar catcle are like to be 
gainers by'r, it is becauſe they are: temperate ; but 'ris 
the Luxurious and deb2uched part of mankind that are 
like to be the loſers, in that Wheat and Barly are the 
greateſt (ufferersin this deluge, and he thar told me 
that the Barrels of Beer and the Buts of Wine were 
| ſeen to (wim about the Cellars here.in Town, made me 
preſently think it was to puniſh our Drunkenneſs ; For 
as a Father ſpills the Wine and breaks the Cup when 
he ſees his child but in danger to-be fluſter'd, ſo God 
does language it in this judgement, that ic was our 
Luxury that brought ic, by deſtroying. che Tooles and 
Utenſils of that f19, | 

Fifthly and laſtly, I will mention one fin more which 
(I tear ) bath contributed ſomewhat more-then.the reſt 
to this judgement, and that is our publick defayler in 
the duties mentioned in-the Text, The want of Fuſtice 
and Charity ; and indeed (to tell you the truth) I choſe 
this Texc, and have ſpoken all this while upon it, onely 
co introduce what tollowes ; and give me leave to be 
vcry plain and home with you. 57 

There is a party yet alive in England (if they be a- 
live,and indeed'tis as much as they are)rhart have been, 
and do ſtill own the name of true Engliſhmen (for the 
reſt live only by an Amneſty, and are Engliſhmen but of 
one year old) bur theſe Lam ſpeaking for are true old 
Eneliſhmen, and great ſufferers for being.ſo: in wr ro 

they: 
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they live and are let paſs, not only without reward, but 
reſtuntien, not only without reſpec? of others, but the 
recovery: of their own, Aſtrologers have amuled the 
World of late with reports of ſtrange and wonderfull 
Conjunttions ; never were there ſuch ſtrange and mon- 
ſirous couples 2s are noi ſeen marching together in 
England, Loyalty andrags, Loyalty and lice, Loyalty and 
hunger, Loyalty and a priſon : Poor Loyatty ! the flower 
and credit of every good Chriſtian, how harely art thou 
uſed, to be unequally yoked with ſuch as theſe ! his 
complaint in the Goſpel about wages was nothing, in 
compariſon to that which theſe can make, Marh.20.1 2. 
Theſe laſt have wrought but one hour, and thou haſt made 


them equall unto us, which have born the burthen and heat 


of the day : but theſe men can ſay we have born the 
burthen and hear of the day, and have not received a 
penny for it, but they received it who did nothing , if 
not worſe then nothing, 

'Tis a ſmart and a true one of him that ſaid, It ſeems 
a hard piece of juſtice, that the price of publick freedom 
(when reſtored) ſhould be the ruine only of ſuch as did- aſſert 
it, *Tisrhe faſhion of this Town to give you once a 


week their bill of mortality, and to inſtance the ſeverall 


diſeaſes by which they dyed; but find not this diſeaſe 
mentioned, ſo many dyed with the ſenſe of a diſ-regarded 
loyalty : with a little paines I could preſent you wich 


a black Bill of atleaſt a hundred Gentlemen that dyed ; 


in and about this Town by no other diſeaſe but this, 
and want; and yet (as 1b) though they ſaw no delive- 


rance,they ſtill held faſt their integrity,and carryed it with 
them to be regarded and rewarded in another World:I 


could ſhew 'you whole Cart-loads of old ſhooes:and 
mouldy bread, all the houſhold-ſtuff char is left to theſe 


poor 
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- our Hall and carefully gather'd up the parings of bread 
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poor Glheomites 4s I could tell you (from a very good 
hand) of a ſtout Royal}, that (like E£azarws) came into 
which not only the men, but the mice and dogs had 
lefrs (for our City dogs are ſo finely fed, that they ſcorn 
to eat that, which he was glad to find.) 

And tis this endangers a famine, and provokes it ; 
there is a ſignature in thevery judgement, like Adoni- 
bezeck, Judges 1. 7. As T have done, ſo God hath requited 
me 5 lo God goes about this way ro make you and 
them all of a piece, by taſting the ſame ſauce with 
them, - and by letting you to feel what 'cis to be in_ 
want ; methinks, tis the very l:nguage of Heaven, 1f you 
will not help them, the earth ſhall not help you; God will 


reduce yqur fair fields and fatned ſelves to the ſame 


leanneſs with them, and then t'will bein faſhion to 

want when great mean wear it, | 
Let me give you my juſt fear, that as the preſent un- 
kindneſs (if ot injuſtice) to this ſort of men is very 
oreat, ſo I do believe you will never thrive, neither in 
Creatures nor in Councels, nor in any undertakings 
till this be amended : For 'tis a crying fin, if St. [mes 
be to be believed,who tells us, Iames 5. 4.That the hire 
of the labourers, which is kept back by fraud, cryeth, and 
with that lowdneſs, that it enters into the cares of the 
Lordof Sabbath ; and what does this cry obtain ? Miſc- 
ſeries, verſe 1. and what Miſeries  Towr Riches ave cor- 
rupted, and your Garments moth-eaten, your Gold and Sil- 
ver is canker d, and the ruſt of them ſhall be 4 witneſs 4- 
gainſs you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire: And as 
nothing thrived in 1ſrael as long as Achas fate abrood 
on his ſtolen wedge and garment, ſo though we guild 
over our Plunders and Sequeſtrations with the ſpeci- 
ous 
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ous title of the juſt acquiſts of War; yet let not England 
hope to proſper till there be £7%«liravis marrdy, ARS 3, 
21, 4 reſtitutton of all things. | 

Ic is this jaſt and moſt advantagious work which I 
commend wich the greateſt ſeriouſneſs ro your care 
and Counceli ; that as you have been incifferently fe- 
vere in the vindidive part of juſtice, ſo you would 
ſhew your ſelves men in the reſtorative part of it, and 
f11 up your office in both parts of it by puniſhment of evil 
doers, and the praiſe of them that have done will, x Pet. 
2, 14, | 

It you would ſt2nd free from the judgement you 
fear, do this and it will prove an Antidote : Ile com- 
mend to you but this one inſtance for your warrant and 
incouragement, 2 Sams, 2I.inthe I, verle we read of a 
famine that was in the dayes of David, and David enqui- 
red of the Lord, and his anſwer was, It i for Saul and for 
his bloudy houſe,becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites : No part of 
che Hiſtory tells me char he flew them, which makes 
me think he only uſed them hardly, encreas'd their 
Servitude, and made their lives a burchea to them, and 
indeed this is a Piece of -wrder ; and for this there: was 
a famine, | 

Have we no ſach Gzbeonites among us ? that are as 
yet thought good for nothing elſe, but to cleave wood 
and carry water, to do the drudgery and mean offices 
of the Nation? we have, what need we be at the coſt 
to Trade ſo far as the 1ndies for Blacks and Slaves, 
when we have enough ac home ? neither ler us any 
more upbraid the Mahometan cruelty for making vaſſals 
of ſt-angers, and binding ſuch only ro the oar whom 
chey knew not under any other notion, then of 4 juſf 
price of war ; we make Slayes among our ſelyes, and 

7 | thar 
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thitof rhoſe who have been at the preareſt charve for 
our tberty, Have: we nor a people endervouredo be 
ſuppreſſed and deſtroyed by our' late Sau! ? Did any 
thing but bonds, and chains, and blocks, and halters, - 
abide them here at home ? and was any place bat « Fa- 
maica, a Poneropolss provided for them abroxd + And xs 
yet , theſe (the juſt heirs and owners of relief) are not 
relieved: 'Tis not a farther vengeance on theic enemies 
char they defire, nor the hanging up of 2h: <ons of Saul x 
what will the bloud of others do them good? if they 
loved that, they would never have been'lo prodigall of 
their own, what then © Jet our David (end for them as 
David did for theſe, and debate the matter with them, 
as he did, verſe 3. hat ſhall 1 do for you, and wherewith 
ſhall 1 make the attonement, that you may bleſs the inheri- 
tence of the Lord ? Ns 
This inheritance of the Lord (the Land of our Na- 
tivity) is like (it ſeems for this year atleaſt) to go with- 
out a bleſſing ;, let the ſame words be heard from the 
lips of our D4v/4, and let the ſame queſtion be pur in 
your Councels , what ſhall we do foryou? 'Tis quickl y 
anſwer'd in the Text, which ſers mie down where I firſt 
ſet up: Looſe the band!” of wickedneſs , undee the heavy 
burdens, let the oppreſſed go free, break every yoke,deal your 
bread to the bungry, bring the poor that are caſt out to your 
honſes,cover the naked, and hide not your ſelves from your 
own fleſb ; and though it may ſeem a work of coſt, yer it 
is not without reward, yer. 8, 8c, They ſhall your light 
break forth as the morning and your health ſhall pring forth 
ſpeedily,and your righteouſneſſe ſhall go before you, and the 
etory of the Lord ſhall gather you np, Then ſhatl you call, and 
the Lord ſhall anſwer, you ſhall cry, and he ſhall [ay, here 1 
am: Then ſhall the Lord guide you continually, and [atisfie 
E 108r 


90ur ſoul in drought, and make fat your bonet and you ſhall 
b like a watered garden, and like aſpring of water, whoſe 
waters fail not. And you ſhall build the old waſt places, you 
ſhall raiſe foundations'for many generations, and you ſhall 


be callea the repairers of the breach, and the reftorers of 
paths to dwell in. _ 


Which Daties that ye may do, and which -Mercies 
that you may obtain, the -Father of metrcies grant, 
through the Merits and Mediation of our Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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